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As with the French in the previous year, the disappointment was in proportion to the hopes, but whereas the French had before them the hope of recovery if they held on, the Germans had no such hope. Their reserves were exhausted, the one chance offered them of rounding on the Allies with the troops set free by the Russian collapse had miscarried, the unlimited submarine campaign had failed, the entry of America into the war was tightening the blockade which was exhausting the civil population. Ludendorff was assuredly right in his estimate of the situation after the British attack, and the facts were too evident for them to be long hidden from the army or the civil population, or Germany's Allies in the East. When the tide turned on the western front it was no longer possible for the Germans to send relief to Turks and Bulgarians, and simultaneously, with their advance in France and Flanders, the Allies renewed their attacks on both. In September and October Allenby routed and destroyed die Turkish army in Palestine and advancing to Damascus and Aleppo joined hands with Colonel Lawrence, whose leadership of the Arabs was one of the most gallant and picturesque incidents of the war in the East. At die same time General Guillaumat advanced into Bulgaria from die Salonica front, and the Bulgarian Government, judging its case to be hopeless, signed an unconditional armistice on September 25. In this war all the combatants on either side stood or fell together, and all hung on the fate of the principal armies in the main theatre.
The Germans in Retreat
At a Crown Council held at Spa a few days after the British attack, Ludendorff declared that it was no longer possible for Germany to gain her war aims, and that "a peace by arrangement" should be sought at the first favourable opportunity. A peace by arrangement for a cause which is visibly failing is, tmfortunately, the least probable of all endings to a great war. The Allies, conscious of their own strength, were now more than ever determined to go to the end—jusquau bout. "Within a few days the French followed up the British victory by rapturing die massif of Lassignes and the heights above Soissons, and during die last weeks of August the Britishly failed. sent out fromack in Flanders which also had a great immediate success, but again was stopped short of its objective, the important railway junction of Hazebrouck, the capture of which would have been only less, if at all less, serious than that of Amiens. Another German attack on the Ypres salient                  It
